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resembling an Irish tone in it, he delivered a speech
remarkable not only for its force of argument, but
for its patriotism, frs eloquence, and its singular
picturesqueness of style and action. It sufficed in itself
to give distinction to the meeting," It was little more
rhan twelve months since he had made his first speech
in England!
In 1888 Lloyd George had taken a step at least as impor-
tant as his entrance into Parliament; he had married
Margaret Owen, This girl was the daughter of a substantial
farmer living at Mynydd Ednyfed, on the outskirts of
Criccieth. She belonged to a social stratum higher than
that of the shoemaker's adopted son, and between them there
existed the further not inconsiderable barrier of difference of
religion; for Margaret Owen's people were strict Calvinistic
Methodists* Nevertheless, a friendship developed between
these two young people, who had known one another more
or less from earliest childhood; and when Lloyd George
had begun to lay the foundation of a substantial legal
practice, there seemed to be no reason why they should not
be united.
" Maggie/' as she was known among her friends, was
Welsh of the Welsh, claiming descent on both sides from
some of the notables of Wales in bygone days. Her parents
were famed for their simple piety, strong character, and
sterling worth. The wedding took place in Pencaenewydd
chapel, a small hamlet midway between Criccieth and
Caernarvon, on January 24th, 1888. That Lloyd George*
in spite of all his marvellous gifts* would hardly have
emerged triumphant from the many perils which beset his
path during the quarter of a century following his marriage
without the wise counsel, the inability to be " spoilt" by
success, and the level-headed common sense of this good